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I'.^AR3H  rural  district  council  KENT 


Annual  Reports  of  the  Kodical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1949= 


hr.  Chairman  and  Councillors ^ 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  olst  December^  1949, 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-1949 
civilian  population  V'/as  4,217. 


The  number  of  births  v/a 
estimated  resident  population  u 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  viz. 


105,  and  the  birth-rate  per  1000 


s  24.90.  Compared  with  the 
16.7  tills  rate  is  quite  high 
and  relatively  young  community, 
the  birth-rate  in  Hnglc.nd  anci  Wales 
27 o2,  since  when  there  has  buen  a  progressive  decline  to 
14.2  in  1941,  while  in  the  post  war  years  it  gradually  increased 


and  is  indicative  of  a  vigorous 
In  the  decacie  1901 
was  27 o2. 


1910 


to  20.50  in  1947,  since 
Romney  marsh  Rural  District 


it  nas  again  begun  to  fall 
however,  the  rate  for  1949  vi 


in 


24.90  is  the  highest  since  the  war,  and  is  a  healthy 


ig 


n. 


There  were  4  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year  of 

c  0  nr.  e  n  i  t  c;  1  m  a  1  f  o  r m  a  1 1  o  n ,  l,  nt  'v.  r  i  t  i  s 

r,  inrr.  nt 

Cj  X'-i.  J.  o 
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live  births . 


England 


ini  a 
This  rate 
However 


jrcccG ing 


due  to  ^  ^  _ 

.le  mortality 
jhcr  than 

and  Wales.  However,  in  the 
rate  vm.s  nil,  there  being  no  der.ths ,  and  in  a 
comparatively  small  population  <w3  in  the  Romney  Harsh  Rural 
District  a  few  deaths  may  load  to  a  high  rahoo  The  facilities 
available  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  New  Romney  and  Lydd 
Boroughs  are  not  so  conveniently  accessible  to  the  mothers 


ago,  aue  to  prematurity, 
and  pneumonia,  respectively?',  giving 
rate  of  38  per  1,000 
that  viz.  32  for 
year  the  rate  v’as  'nil 


in  the  Romney 
populated  and 
isolat  ed'‘  . 


st  r: 


Karsh  Rural  Di 
in  W'hlch  a  number 


.c 

o: 


which  is  rather  '^thinly 

':re  some'.’hat 


t  he 


villages 


The  number  of  stillbirths  wa\s  2,  giving  ..  rate  of  18.7 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  There  is  m.uch  evidence  that 
the  ntmber  of  still  births  can  bo  kerjt  at  a  minimum  only  la'¬ 
ll  h  0  r  0  ugh  a  nt  e  -  n  a  t  a  1  and  obstetric  c r  e  . 


There  w^ere  no  deaths  amongst  mothers 
Sepsis  and  other  Maternal  causes,  which  is 
the  care  taken  by  all  those  engaged  in  the 


due  to  Puerperal 
a  roflection  of 
i'.'I  i  d  w  i  f  e  r y  S  c.  r  v  i  c  e  s 


o 


The  crude  death-ra' 
As  Romne 


14-0 70  per  1,000  Civilian 


Kars 


h  Rural  District 


V'...ry 


he  alt  h-'" 


larger  nmber 

,1  a 


Y’OUiCi  00 

a.ges  of 


of  aged 
large 


Population. 

area,  it  is  probable  that  there  i; 
people  within  the  population  than  there 
industrial  vdistricts  and  a  study'  of  the  ages  of  those  v/ho 
died  throughout  the  year  supjports  this  assumption.  The  rate 
is  therefore  more  likely  to  be  higher  than  for  the  '..hole  of 
England  and  W’ales  .  The  Registrar-General  has,  ho'-'cver 
provided  a  comparability  factor  wTiich.  is  calculated  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  comparability  between  local  death  rates 
and  is  dependent  upon  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population.  When  the  crude  death  rate  of  14.7  is  so  adjusted, 
the  rate  becomes  12.34,  co'mpared  with  11.7  for  England  and 
Wales, 


The 

and 

the 


The  num.bor  of  deaths  v/as  27  in  males  and  3-5  in  fe'males  . 
chief  inter-related  cause,  as  ex'p^cted  ■aas  Heart  diseases 
Intracranial  vascular  lesions.  These  deaths  throughout 
Country"  have  definitely  increased  ana  it  is  thought  that 
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several  forms  of  heart  disease  are  caused  by  prolonged  mental 


stress  and  anxiety. 


Again ^  as  expected,  Cancer 


the  second  chief  cause 


of  death.  Lost  cases  occur  amongst  elderly  people  and  treat¬ 


ment  is  only  effective  if  the  disease 
it  is  too  advanced 


.s  diagnosed  before 


There  were  4  deaths  froLi  Tubcrculo s i; 


of  the  lungs  and 


1  from  other  form-s  .  The  number  of  cases  in  the  District  on 
the  Tuberculosis  Register  is  12  Respiratory  and  1  Ron- 
Respiratory,  in  other  words  3  persons  per  1,000  of  the 
population  arc  affected.  As  v^ith  Cancer,  early  diagnosis 


is  essential  for  successful  treatment 


It  is  also  very 


tragic  that  there  are  insufficient  beds  and  insufficient 
nurses  to  treat  all  those  in  the  active  stage  of  the  disease . 


There 


■were  no  deaths  from  Infectious  Disease 


68  cases  of  Measlbs  were  notified,.  This  disease  can  be 
lethal  in  infants  owing  to  tho  com.plicat  ion,  broncho-pnenmoni; 
and  it  is  gratifying  that  there  were  no  deaths o  It  is  also 

in  this  nhaso  it 


and 


most  infectious  before  tho  rash  appears 
is  usually  mistaken  for  the  common  cold  which  it 
resembles,  hence  the  reason  for  its  rc.pid  spread 
susceptible  children,  particularly  in  school  class-rooms. 


so  closely 
arcongst 


12  cases  of  Yvhooping  Cough  were  notified.  This  is  also 
a  dangerous  illness  in  children  under  2  years,  particularly 


i: ne  c omm on  c  oe. pi i c  at  i o n ,  broncho- 


infants,  also  owing  to 
pneumonia.  No  inoculm'i  has  yet  been  found  in  this  Country, 
that  is  certain  to  prevent  the  disease,  but  assured  claims  ; 
made  in  some  quarters  of  America.  Tho  hedical  Research 
Council,  however,  is  actively  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  find 
a  prophylactic  which  will  provide  effective  immunity  and  it 
is  hoped  that  their  researches  will  bo  successful. 


:’.re 


Only  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified.  This  disease 
was  very  virulent  and  caused  m.any  deaths  and  disabilities 
in  the  last  Century,  but  now  deaths  arc  very  rare  and 
complications  uncomnion.  The  m.ost  serious  and  frequent 
complication  occurring  today  is  Otitis  Iledia  (middle  Ear 
Disease)  wrhich  may  occur  in  mild  infections.  It  is  preferable 
therefore  that  when  possible,  all  cases  should  be  sent  to  tho 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospita.l  for  adequate  treatment  and  also 
to  ensure  that 
carriers  of  the  organism 


they  do  not  become  convalescent  or  chronic 


One  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a  child  of  five  years, 
but  fortunately  diagnosis  v/as  established  early  enough  for 
treatment  to  be  effective.  There  is  no  ri-.core\  as  to  v/hother 
tho  child  vfas  immunised.  This  disease  is  now  becoming  rare 
owning  to  immiunisat ion,  which  if  maintained  at  intervals  of 
several  years  by  booster  inoculations,  is  a  sure  safeguard 
against  invasion  of  the  body  by  the  organisms.  It  is  essential 
therefore  that  every  child  should  be  effectively  immmnisod. 

It  is  also  very  desirable  that  every  child  should  be 
vaccinowtod  in  infancy  against  Smallpox.  Serious  outbreaks 
keep  recurring  in  this  Country  and  vaccination  is  the  only 
sure  safeguard  against  its  occui-rencc  and  spread. 


Immunisation  and  vaccination  can  bo  done,  free  of  charge, 
by  tho  fsimily  doctor  or  at  tho  Child  Ycolfare  Clinics  in  Lydd 
or  New  Romney. 


Tv/o  isolated  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile 

(2) 


P?.ralysis)  occurredj  one  in  February  the  other  in  November 
and  neither  of  these  patients  died.  It  is  not  knov:n  hov; 
these  patients  became  infected^  and  no  subsequent  cases  have 
occurred.  The  causal  organism  is  a  virus  which  cannot  be 
identified  without  elaborate  la.boratory  technique  and 
investigations  which  are  not  practicable  in  the  fields  as 
can  bo  done^  for  example ,  by  taking  swabs  to  identify  the 
Diphtheria  Organism  or  samples  of  faeces  for  the  Typhoid 
organism =  The  virus  has,  howevor,  been  isolated  from  the 
human  nose  and  throat  and  faeces  and  consequently  from 
sov^ago.  As  far  as  present  knowledge  has  gone,  the  best 
safeguards  arc  the  practice  of  strict  personal  hygiene  by 
those  responsible  for  the  manufacture  of  food  and  drink, 
proper  sanitation  and  drainage  and  adequate  control  over 
insects,  such  as  flics  and  mosquitoes  and  vermin,  such  as  rats 
and  mice.  It  is  not  practicable  in  the  field  to  identify 
healthy  or  convalescent  carriers  and  very  difficult  to  detect 
mild  cases  who  show  no  paralysis.  It  is  presumed  that  these 
people  take  the  infection  directly,  but,  of  course,  umvittingly, 
from  one  district  to  another,  or  indirectly  contaminate  food 
and  drink. 


The  same  safeguards  apply  to  P"ood  Poisoning,  no  cases  of 
which,  however,  w^ere  notified  in  the  District,  and  v/hich, 
indirectly,  is  a  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  ycu  for  your 
interest  and  co-operation  in  the  v^ork  of  this  Department  and 
my  staff  for  their  efficient  and  loyal  service . 


I  am, 


Yours  obediently, 

J.  MARSHALL c 
M . B . ,  Ch oBo,  DoP.Ho 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  TEE  DISTRICT  FOR 

1949  o 


Area”-  51^031  acros » 

Rogist rc.r-GonoroJD  s  Estimate  ofo"- 

Tho  Resident  Population  (Civilian)  4,217 

Total  4,342 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According 

to  the  Rate  Books  1,656 

Rateable  Value;'”  423,153 

Sum  Represent ^^d  by  a  Penny  Rato;-  £90 


Soci  al__C  0  nd4H_i  ojis^o 

Romney  Marsh  Rural  District  is  alnu-st  entirely  engaged 
in  Agriculture  v/hich  is  the  only  inciusti'y  and  common  interest 
of  the  ^community  o  Part  of  the  boundary  is  formiee  by  the  sea 
with  wide  expanses  of  sand,  and  here,  whci'c  thorc  are  holiday 
camps,  c amping- s it cs  and  sea- side  dwellings,  the  inhabitants 
cater  for  the  requirements  of  the  many  holiday-makers. 

There  is  negligible  unemployn-.ent  and  social  conditions  are 
generally  sat Isf act ory » 
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Total 

M  c 

F. 

Romney  Karsh 

England 

Rural  Dist . 

and  Wales 

1.  Live  Births 

105 

63 

42 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 

24.90 

16.7 

( a  )Legit  imat  e 

95 

56 

39 

est imat  ed 
resident 

(h  )Illegit imate 

10 

7 

1-7 

o 

populat ion . 

2c  Stillbirths 

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per 
1,000  total 

19.05 

" 

(a)Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

(live  and 
still) 

(b  )lllegit imate 

— 

— 

” 

births . 

Crude 

5.  Deaths 

62 

27 

35 

Doath  rate 

14.70 

11.7 

per  1,000 

Adjusted 

resident 
populat ion. 

12.34 

4.  Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Cau 

.ses 

(a)  Sepsis 

- 

- 

- 

Rate  per 
1,000  (live 

0.11 

(b)  Other  Maternal 

and  still) 

Ca.uses 

- 

- 

- 

Birtlis  . 

- 

0.71 

5.  Deaths  of  Infants 

under  One  Year  of 

Age 

4 

3 

1 

( a  )Legit imate 

4 

3 

1 

(b ) Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Infant  mortality 

rat  e 

per 

1, 

000  live  ■ 
births 

38.10 

32 

Rate  re  legit ima 

te  infant 

3 

38.10 

Rato  re  illegitimate 

infants 

1 

- 

6.  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  10 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of 

age)  1 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  i/oro  notified 
during  the  year  1949 


Scarlet  Fever  > • •  • c • 

WTao oping  Cough  • .  •  • » . 

Measles  »  .  .  o  . . 

Diphtheri  C.  o  •  •  •  •  o 

Pneumonia  . 

Ophthalm.ia  Neonatorum .  o . 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 
Erys ipelas  ...  .  .  . 


•  • «  1 

.  .  .  12 

« .  •  68 

•  • .  1 

•  O  O  1 

.  .  .  1 

.  o  .  2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROLINSY  MARSH  _ _ .RUMI^  ^ _DI S;r RI CT 

DURING  1949 


ALL  CAUSES 

» 

} 

t 

Males 
27  . 

Females 

■  ■  35 

1.  Typhoid,  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0  O  0 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0  •  • 

— 

3#  Scarlet  Fever 

0  0  • 

- 

- 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

•  0  0 

- 

- 

5.  Diphtheria 

•  o  « 

- 

6o  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

•  •  • 

4 

- 

7o  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

«  o  • 

- 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

o  0  • 

- 

- 

9*  Influenza 

e  e  o 

„ 

1 

10 0  Measles 

•  •  0 

- 

- 

11 o  Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio- 

encephalitis 

i 

C  0  «  1 

12.  Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

1 

o  •  « 

- 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity  and 

oesophagus  (M)  and  Uterus  (F) 

0  0  0 

2 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

0  0  0 

1 

1 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

0  D  • 

1 

16 o  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

17.  Diabetes 

O  0  • 

- 

1 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

0  •  • 

3 

6 

19.  Heart  Diseases 

O  •  0 

9 

7 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  circulator  sy 

s  t  era 

“ 

3 

21.  Bronchitis 

•  0  • 

1 

2 

22.  Pneumonia 

a  0  • 

2 

1 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

o  0  o 

1 

- 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

•  0  a 

- 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

a  0  0 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

0  •  a 

i 

- 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

0  a  a 

1 

- 

28.  Nephritis 

6  e  0 

1 

- 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post -abort ion  sepsis 

o  o  o 

1 

- 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes 

a  •  • 

1 

- 

31.  Premature  Birth 

a  o  a 

1 

- 

32.  Congenital  Malformation.  Birth  Injuries 

Infantile  Diseases  ... 

1 

53.  Suicide 

a  a  • 

1 

- 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

•  a  • 

- 

- 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

o  o  o 

2 

2 

36.  All  other  causes 

'  u,m,  ...Ml —  I..  ..r.-..  ■  ;■  ■  j - 

a  0  a 

I.  .. 

2 
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RlJUiL  CT  C OUTI Cl L 


aNNU.L  IglPO.iT  OF  BUILDINC  SUmYQJi  SAMIT/C^Y 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  an'i  C-cntlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to-  suhnit  my  i'n.nual  Report  for  1949. 

Prom  the  mnier-mentionGd  data  anl  statistics,  some  id. .a  of  what 
has  heen  carried  cut  by  this  ■fepartmen'  can  be  ^yatliL^rod. 

CIRCUIfcTiLbCES  OP  ARE.i 

d'ATER  SUPPLY 

The  V/ater  Supply  in  this  area  is  bp  ;~ 

(a)  The  Li  t^‘ lest  one  ei;  District  Water  C'mpany.  Parishes  of 
Dymehuren  and  St.  Mary's. 

(b)  The  Mid-Kent  Water  Company.  Remaining  seven  Parishes, 

The  Ministry  Health  have  approved  water  extension  schemes  in 
various  P..-rishos  at  an  estim.atod  Tost  of  £15 » 242. 


BEmRB 

The  outline  Scheme 
St .  Mary  '  s-in-the-idarsh, 
ai^rd-  this  Scheme  has  been 
for  their  observations. 


to  deal  with  the  Coastal  Belt  of  Dymchnroh  end 
have  been  subm.itted  by  the  Consulting  i'jnginoQr, 
forwarded  to  the  Mirustry  of  Health  .aiid  the  K.CHJ. 


PUBLIC  CLPaHSIHG 


Cesspools  are  emptied  throughout  the  area  by  the 
emptyin  of  Cesspools  ari>  required  more  than  tvace  in 
of  lO/-  .  is  made . 


Council,  ‘'’■'hf;!-': 
six  laontns  a  char  go 


S.dWITARY  INSI'ECTIQH  OP  THE  AREA 

Pre misos  Inspected . 

A  c  c  umul a  t i on  f  oun d . 

Animals  Kept 

Piggeries 
Stables 

p owl s  ,  pi  ge  ons  >j  t  c  . 


Ho.  of  I n s  p  e  c  ti one . 
o 


0 

18. 


Complaints 

Total  number  invo.stigated.  (all  Premises) 

Dairies . 

CoY/sheds 
Dairies 
Milk  Shops 

pisinf ecti on  ‘ 

Number  of  houses  disintected 

Number  of  other  buildings  disinfected 

Disinfestation 


Number 

of 

houses . 

Number 

of 

other  proinist 

/  O  • 

Drainage 

Number 

of 

drains  found 
-do- 
-do- 

choke  d 

defective 

tested 

Dwelling  Houses 

Number  of  Inspections  r^. .  Repairs. 
Re-inspections 

Number  inspected  r..  ove  rox-cm-ii  ng 
Number  found  dirty 
Number  found  verminous 


105 


56 

51 

3 


7, 

y 


1 


40 

6 

25 


56 

19 

2 

1 
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Page  __2_. 

I  Fi. f e  c  t  i  ous  S i  s  o  a  s  e  s 

Visits  P'.. ,  Scarlet  Fevor, 

"  "  Pix^htheria 

"  "  Other  Diseases 


_Wo.  of  Inspections 

1 

1 

8 


Factories 


with  Loech.anised  power  12 

Without  "  "  - 

Bakehouses  26 

Fool  Premises 

Butchers'  Shops  or  Stalls.  65 

Prex;arati on  of  Potted  Moat  etc.  25 

Fruiterers,  20 

Fishmongers  and  Fried  Fish  Shops.  50 

Ptestaurants  or  Ocafo  Kitchens.  75. 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 

Satisfactory  19 

Unsatisfactory  3 

Mi  s  c  0 1 1  anc.  0 us  Visits 

NumboP  of  visits  not  otherwise  classified.  73 


Buildini<  Byelaws  3 1 0 
Shops  Act  51 
Tents,  V an  s ,  S  ho  d  s  etc.  45 
Water  Supply 

Samples  of  these  two  undertakings,  the  Mid-Kent  Water 
Company  &  Lift  lost  one  &.  District  Water  Company 


throughout  the  year  been  found  Saticfactory . 

5 .  Rodent  Control 

Inspect! ons  rna do .  80 

Infestations  dealt  with  January  to  Dece.raber  ■  28 

Estimated  Mice  Killed  135 

Actual  Mice  Bodies  found  62 

Estimated  Rats  killed  975 

Actu:il  Rat  Bodies  found.  345 


6  .  Housing  Pro i^;;Ta mm 0 s 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  expansion  of  the  Council 


House  Property. 

Prewar.  (Brick  3  Bedroom  Type)  30 

During  the  War.  (Agricultural  Brick)  14 

Post  War.  Swedish  I6 

/iirey  10 

Tr'iditioiLil  Brick  (3  Bedroom  Type)  87 


Total  Houses  Occupied. 


163 


7. 


8. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  Supply  of  Milk  within  the  area  was  found  to  bt^  Sati.sfactory 
Equipment  in  th.j  dairies  was  sufficient  to  deal  with  extra  volume 
occasioned  during  the  Suimiier,  especiaily  at  the  puak  time. 

mlEat  .juj  other  food. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  foodstuits  condemned  as  unlit  for 
human  consumption  during  1949  s- 


Minced  Be^^f  Loaf. 
Cod. 

Liver 

Bacon 


1  Tin 
5  Stone 
13  lbs. 
16-^1  bs . 


-2- 


<) 


£, 


t 


■  J 


'S  ^ 


.  r  ■ 


\ 


I , 


A 


r  i* 


« 


i 


r 


•>  ' 


t 


9 


10. 


11. 


12. 

15. 


Throe  Licenced  Producers  oper-iti^  in  the 
taken  throiu^hout  the  District  and  found  to  he 

BUILDING  LI  CUN  CES 


urea.  22  o'linples 
Satisfactory. 


wore 


Total  of  £41^817?  nurahoring  63  licences,  h  *.ve  heeii  do.alt  with 
during  the  past  year.  This  inciades  Cost  of  Works  (War  Damage 
Rebuilding)  and  New  iiouses  by  Private  Enterprise. 


PLANS 

Number  of  Planning  Applications  dealt  with  under  Town  &  Country 
Planning  Act,  1947  submitted  to  this  Council  wore  147* 


Classified  111.  and  dealt  with  by  the  Kent  County  C'Aincil  I5. 

"  11.  A,  1.  "  "  ■'  ”  this  Council.  132. 

3  Appeals  wuro  lo'tged  with  the  Mi^iistry  of  Town  A  Country  Planning. 

2  appeals  IJi)hGld. 

1  Decision  Awaited. 

CAMPING  SITES 

Only  Three  Licenced  Camping  Sites  are  now  in 

MQRTIfiRY 

ViTith  regard  to  tlie  Council's  Owned  Mortuary, 
wore  dealt  with 

Total  Number  of  Cases.  7 

Number  on  which  Post  Mortem  hav^  been  carried  out.  6 


the  area. 


th  .  following  cases 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  end  Gentlemen, 
Your  obe  < i i t  Se  r  v; in  t , 


Building  Surveyor. 


"Prescott" 
Now  Romney. 


July,  1930. 


